THROUGH THE CENTRAL SANDS

to a point that fell far short of the bloody hand on the fort
wall, so the Governor knew it was not one of them. He
turned to them again and said, "And where is the rest of
your party ?"

cAnd they, fearing evil consequences, said, "We have only
a slave53 (a part that came easy to Bu Zaid on account of his
black colour) - "and he is outside the town with our camels.33

cThe Governor replied, "I shall detain you till I have seen
him.33 Then he ordered a camel and a slave girl to go out
and bring in Bu Zaid. And he said to her, "When you
arrive where he is, tell him to mount behind you. If he is
a slave he will, but if he is a free man, he will surely desire
to come to this place riding in front and will put you
behind him/3

cSo the slave girl set forth on the camel and came to the
wilderness where Bu Zaid was, and she said, "I am a
messenger from the Governor, and he requires your
presence before him at once, and you are to ride back with
me upon this camel,33 and she motioned him to his place
behind her. But he brushed her aside and sat her behind
him and thus they came to the fort of the Governor and
dismounted.

'Then said the Governor to Bu Zaid, "Jump, O slave,
and place your hand against the bloody hand above the
doorway.33 Bu Zaid replied, "I am a slave, how can I? I
can do nothing,33

c "Jump,33 said the Governor, "you must.33 So then Bu
Zaid leapt into the air, and his hand reached higher than
the mark of the Jinn's blood he had left there overnight.
So the Governor and all the people knew that it was he who
had slain the Jinn.

"The Governor now turned to the people and said, "It